found in comparison with GenBank AF034779. To our knowledge, esp has not previously been reported in E. faecalis isolates of animal origin. Expression of the Esp protein was not investigated.
Willems et al. found that esp was associated with epidemic vancomycin-resistant E. faecium clones (Willems et al., letter). In our study none of the esp-positive isolates from humans and animals were resistant to vancomycin or to quinupristin-dalfopristin. However, 9 of 10 esp-positive E. faecium isolates from humans, 3 of 10 esp-positive E. faecalis isolates from humans, and 1 of 6 esp-positive E. faecalis isolates from pigs were resistant to gentamicin, encoded by aac(6Ј)-Ie-aph(2Љ)-Ia. All gentamicin-resistant, esp-positive isolates were also resistant to erythromycin, streptomycin, and kanamycin, encoded by erm(B), aadE, and aphA, respectively. This suggests that a DNA element like the erm(B)-Tn5405-like element, recently found in Staphylococcus intermedius (1) , could be present in some gentamicin-resistant, esp-positive enterococci.
The esp gene has been detected in 40% of E. faecalis isolates from the feces of healthy humans (6) . This observation, taken together with the finding of the gene in pig isolates in this study, increases the need for more investigation of the function of this protein. 
